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FLY IN, FLY OUT 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [10.30 pm]: Fly in, fly out is a very serious issue in my electorate, 
and affects thousands of families across the whole of Western Australia. It is also an issue that is close to my 
heart. I was in mining for 35 years, and I worked FIFO for many of those years. Last night Channel Seven 
attempted to discuss the issue of FIFO in its television show Flashpoint, which, unfortunately, I watched. People 
from Channel Seven actually approached me to be on the show. They offered me a spot in the introductory 
segment, which lasts just a few minutes. I told them that a few minutes was not enough to do justice to this 
complicated issue. Then they offered me a position on the panel, but I was not available at the time they were filming. 
I am glad I was not available, because this show, Flashpoint, is more like “Trashpoint”. They made a complete 
mockery of FIFO. 

The host kicked off the panel segment by suggesting that calls have been made to ban FIFO, as has apparently 
been done in Queensland. Already the show was wrong. Calls have not been made to ban FIFO, in either WA or 
Queensland. The Queensland law does not apply to projects that are already up and running. No FIFO worker in 
Queensland has to worry about moving their family to remote towns in Queensland. Of course, a total FIFO ban 
is ridiculous. Some very remote mine sites in Western Australia do not have any towns within hundreds of 
kilometres. The Queensland law aims to get mine sites within about 30 to 40 minutes’ drive of a major regional 
town to try to recruit a workforce from that regional town. “Trashpoint” wanted me to suggest that I was in favour 
of a FIFO ban. This is the equivalent of clickbait on television. 

Then we moved to the panel discussion. Only two of the panellists had anything of value to contribute. One was 
John Bowler, Mayor of Kalgoorlie–Boulder. He has been fighting to save Kalgoorlie for many years. He called 
FIFO the “cancer of the bush”, and he is absolutely right. The population in many of our regional towns is in 
decline. Regional towns need people, and young families with children. This benefits everyone. Without young 
families, schools lose teachers, hospitals lose doctors, and local shops, including the local coffee shop, lose customers. 
That is the cancer John Bowler is referring to. Barry Fitzgerald, chief executive officer of Roy Hill, was the other 
valuable contributor to the panel. He told us his company has been bending over backwards offering the employees 
the choice of what type of FIFO roster they want. They can have one week on, one week off, or they can choose 
two weeks off and two weeks on. 

Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I am not talking about contractors. 

Hon Kyle McGinn interjected. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: That will do, donkey—sorry, I meant honourable donkey. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The PRESIDENT: Order! That is not appropriate, and you know that, member. I would like you to apologise and 
retract those comments. You do not make those sorts of comments about members in this place. If you are going 
to refer to a member, you will refer to them by their correct title and their name. 

Statement Resumed 
Hon ROBIN SCOTT: Thank you, Madam President. 

We then had five minutes talking about rosters, followed by five minutes talking about FIFO pay. Then a few 
Perth city slickers on the panel said simply that no-one wants to live in the bush—nothing to promote our regional 
towns and no genuine solutions. It was an absolute beat-up. The last quarter of the show was just a farce. First, we 
saw a father coming home to his family on fly-out day. I have nothing against the family whatsoever, but let us be 
honest; that footage was only there to make us feel warm and fuzzy, seeing little kids welcome their dad home. 

Second, we had a comedian take us on a tour of a FIFO camp. He called his accommodation a donga, and showed 
us a shot of a TV and a fridge. They did not show us that accommodation on FIFO sites is mostly first class. They 
have an ensuite, internet, telephone, all the TV channels, and a little lounge area. They even make the workers’ 
beds for them. The site was actually Christmas Creek, where I have done lots of work, and I can assure members 
that it is five-star accommodation and five-star eating. The comedian then went on to show us an empty camp site. 
That is because the night-shift workers were in bed sleeping and the day-shift workers were on site working. He 
commented three times that the temperature was over 40 degrees, before pointing out little mining cows with their 
mining hoofs that dig up the ore. Give me a break—that just shows how well the mining companies and the 
pastoralists coexist. The cattle were actually grazing on the camp site. We very seriously need to look at FIFO and 
this is the best they can come up with! It is absolutely shocking. 
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To top it off, “Trashpoint” went on then to Alston, the cartoonist, who did a sketch of a man and a woman in 
bed. The man was just leaving the bed, and the woman was commenting about how quick that was. He said, 
“That’s because, Madam, I’m a FIFO worker.” They had to of course show the man bulging with muscles and 
covered with tattoos. In fact, most FIFO workers are not covered in muscles and tattoos. They are more like me—
a bit like a Mars bar—firm on the outside and gooey on the inside. Someone working on a mine site as an electrician, 
a fitter, a boilermaker or a carpenter is doing the same work that they would do in metropolitan Perth or on the 
Kwinana strip. A miner would operate an air-leg drill, or a jumbo, or a bogger. Ask any FIFO work on a mine site 
what is the difference between a portal, a shaft, a drive and a rise, and their eyes would just roll back in their head. 
FIFO is a very serious and complicated issue. When a cartoonist, a comedian and a fluff piece explore the issue, 
they cannot be serious about their journalism. I heard this afternoon that Today Tonight has been canned. That 
means that the only locally produced current affairs program is “Trashpoint”. I urge the people of WA to get online 
and do their own research. I classify “Trashpoint” just like all the American trash shows, such as Jerry Springer 
and Ricki Lake. I will make a prediction that this show, “Trashpoint”, will not be around long in the new year. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The PRESIDENT: Member, earlier I said to you that I wanted you to withdraw your comments and apologise, 
and all you said to me was “Yes, Madam President”. I actually want you to withdraw the comment that you made 
about the other member, and I want you to apologise for that. 

Hon ROBIN SCOTT: I withdraw the comment, Madam President, and I also apologise. 

House adjourned at 10.38 pm 

__________ 
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